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1. Procedure of processing
The theoretical approach to selection of innovative and cohesion growth poles was presented at the working meeting held at the MCRD SR on January 17th, 2007 to the all relevant social-economic partners (i.e., involved sectoral Ministries, regional self-government, representatives of entities associating local self-governments, non-governmental sector).
The New proposal for structure of settlements of the SR for the purposes of the NSRF SR for the years 2007-2013 was elaborated in January and February 2007. The first draft of the list of structure was elaborated based on available statistical data and criteria listed below. 

The following input data were used:
· Number of inhabitants as of December 31st, 2004, Statistical Office of the SR
· Data on schools for the school year 2005-2006, Institution of Information and Prognoses of School System 

· Slovak Spatial Development Perspective 2001, MENV SR, AUREX, s.r.o.

· Information on the existing joint municipal offices (i.e., Construction Administrations), MCRD SR 
· Information on the municipalities considered for the joint municipal offices, Slovakia Towns and Municipalities Association 2002

· Register Offices, Regulation of the MI SR No. 529/2001 Coll., as amended 
· SR settlement organisation: URBANITA, volume no. 51, February 1985

The first draft of list of settlement structure served as a ground for the following negotiations and refining by the MCRD SR and the self-governing regions.

At the beginning of March 2007, the new proposal for settlement structure according to the regions was sent to the separate self-governing regions for commenting and taking a stance. The relevant units of self-governing regions (i.e., spatial planning and regional development units) raised their comments and proposals for adding. Processors of methodology discussed at the joint working meetings with the representatives of self-governing regions individually all submitted proposals and recommendations. Representatives of self-governing regions and the appointed task holder of the MCRD SR agreed over these working meetings on the arrangements and complementing to the lists of growth poles for the individual NUTS 3 level regions. All comments and proposals were evaluated by the authors of the draft growth poles.

2. Methodological approach and criteria for selection of innovative and cohesion growth poles 
2.1. Groups of municipalities 
Municipalities were sorted into groups according to their significance and localisation in the settlement system. There were specified innovative growth poles, interest territory of the innovative growth poles, and cohesion growth poles followed. In identifying innovative growth poles, it was issued from the all-national spatial planning documentation Slovak Spatial Development Perspective 2001 and from the administration distribution of the SR. The total number of municipalities evaluated within the SR was 2, 891. In total, the number of the SR municipalities evaluated outside the Bratislava Region was 2,818.

1. Innovative growth poles are subdivided in term of hierarchy as follows:

· settlement centre of all-national up to international significance (regional town)

· settlement centre of regional significance within the core band of settlement loci of the 1st grade
· settlement centre of regional significance within the suburban band of settlement loci of the 1st grade
· settlement centre of regional up to supra-regional significance as a core of settlement locus of the 2nd grade
· settlement centre of regional significance
2. Interest territories of the innovative growth pole are specified based on the Slovak Spatial Development Perspective 2001 (SSDP2001), where were defined and demarcated the core settlement centres. Interest territories of the innovative growth poles are specified around the settlement centres of the all-national up to international significance (e.g., regional town) and around settlement centres of regional up supra-regional significance establishing core settlement centres of the 2nd grade. Interest territory of innovative growth pole comprises cadastre territories of the core and suburban band of settlement loci of the 1st grade and settlement loci of the 2nd grade. 
3. Cohesion growth poles are subdivided in term of hierarchy as follows:

· micro-regional centre laying in the interest territory of innovative growth pole limited by the core band of settlement locus of the 1st grade
· micro-regional centre laying in the interest territory of innovative growth pole limited by the suburban band of settlement locus of the 1st  grade
· micro-regional centre laying in the interest territory of innovative growth pole limited by the suburban band of settlement locus of the 2nd grade
· micro-regional centre outside the interest territory of innovative growth poles 
4. Municipalities outside the innovative and cohesion growth poles are subdivided according to their localisation in the settlement system as follows:

· municipality of the interest territory of innovative growth pole limited by the core band of settlement locus of the 1st grade
· municipality of the interest territory of innovative growth pole limited by suburban band of settlement locus  of the 1st grade
· municipality of the interest territory of innovative growth pole limited by the settlement locus of the 2nd grade
· municipality in other territory.

2.2. Criteria for selection of growth poles 
The proposed municipalities as the innovative and cohesion growth poles were selected based on the input data and the following criteria:

2.2.1. Innovative growth poles:

· regional town
· town with a seat of district 
· town with the former seat of district 
In the first proposal, there were specified in the SR 72 innovative growth poles, and except from the Bratislava Region, they were 68. Based on the requirements of the self-governing regions, the list of innovative growth poles was completed, and thus were specified 82 innovative growth poles, including the Bratislava Region, and 78 innovative growth poles outside the Bratislava Region.
2.2.2. Cohesion growth poles:

· municipalities where are located concurrently a register office, joint municipal office, elementary school of the 3rd type, what were the former settlement centre of local significance, and what were considered by the Slovakia Towns and Municipalities Association as a seat of the joint municipal office (in total 92 municipalities)

· municipalities where are located concurrently an elementary school of the 3rd type with more than 100 pupils (in total 774 municipalities)

· municipalities where are no elementary schools of the 3rd type, but what have a secondary school (in total 9 municipalities)

· municipalities, what do not comply with the given criteria, and what have more than 1,500 inhabitants in the Prešov and Košice Regions (in total 17 municipalities)

Through the intersection of given criteria, in the first proposal were specified in the SR in total 802 cohesion growth poles, including the Bratislava Region. Number of such specified cohesion growth poles except of the Bratislava Region was 769 municipalities. List of cohesion growth poles was completed based on the requirements of the self-governing regions, and in total were limited 891 cohesion growth poles, including the Bratislava Region, and 858 cohesion growth poles outside the  Bratislava Region.
2.2.3. Municipalities, what are not growth poles in the interest territory of growth poles:

· municipalities located in the territory of core a suburban bands of settlement loci of the 1st level

· municipalities located in the territory of settlements loci of the 2nd level
.

In total, the original list specified 412 municipalities in the SR, which are located in the interest territory of innovative growth poles and which are not innovative, nor cohesion growth poles. Outside the Bratislava Region, there were in total 380 such municipalities. This list was refined after the agreement with the self-governing to 415 municipalities in the SR, which lay in the interest territory of innovative growth poles. Outside the Bratislava Region, there were limited 393 municipalities lying in the interest territory of innovative growth poles. There are in total 207 cohesion growth poles laying in the interest territory of innovative growth poles (outside the Bratislava Region). In total, thus 600 municipalities lay in the interest territories of innovative growth poles (outside the Bratislava Region).
2.2.4. Municipalities, what are not growth poles outside the interest territory of innovative growth poles
Number of municipalities, what are not innovative neither cohesion growth poles and what do not lay in the interest territory of innovative growth poles are 1,503. Outside the Bratislava Region, there are 1,489 such municipalities.
There are 1,918 municipalities in the SR, which are not innovative or cohesion growth poles, regardless their localisation (also those, which lay in the interest territory of innovative growth poles), and 1,882 of them lay outside the Bratislava Region.
(Note: Number of municipalities with the number of inhabitants less than 1,000 is in total 1,946 in the SR, and outside the Bratislava Region this number is 1,922.)

2.2.5. Summary overview 
Numeric overview of the number and proportion of inhabitants and municipalities according to classification into the settlement structure of Slovakia is given in the following tables:
	Slovak Republic in total
	Number of inhabitants
	Number of municipalities

	
	Year
	2001
	2004
	

	1
	Innovative growth poles
	2 673 296
	2 642 677
	82

	2
	Cohesion growth poles
	1 794 183
	1 819 978
	891

	
	Innovative and cohesion growth poles in total (1+2)
	4 467 479
	4 462 655
	973

	3
	Municipalities, what are not growth poles in the interest territory of innovative growth poles
	257 153
	266 413
	415

	4
	Municipalities, what are not growth poles, outside the interest territory of innovative growth poles
	654 823
	655 754
	1 503

	
	Total
	5 379 455
	5 384 822
	2 891


	Slovak Republic exclusive of the Bratislava Region 
	Number of inhabitants
	Number of municipalities

	
	Year
	2001
	2004
	

	1
	Innovative growth poles
	2 191 096
	2 163 324
	78

	2
	Cohesion growth poles
	1 705 047
	1 727 520
	858

	
	Innovative and cohesion growth poles in total (1+2)
	3 896 143
	3 890 844
	936

	3
	Municipalities, what are not growth poles in the interest territory of innovative growth poles
	238 813
	246 562
	393

	4
	Municipalities, what are not growth poles outside the interest territory of innovative growth poles
	645 484
	646 284
	1 489

	
	Total
	4 780 440
	4 783 690
	2 818


	Slovak Republic in total
	Proportion of inhabitants 
	Proportion of municipalities

	
	Year
	2001
	2004
	

	1
	Innovative growth poles
	49,7
	49,1
	2,8

	2
	Cohesion growth poles
	33,4
	33,8
	30,8

	
	Innovative and cohesion growth poles in total (1+2)
	83,0
	82,9
	33,7

	3
	Municipalities, what are not growth poles in the interest territory of innovative growth poles
	4,8
	4,9
	14,4

	4
	Municipalities, what are not growth poles outside the interest territory of innovative growth poles
	12,2
	12,2
	52,0

	
	Total
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0


	Slovak Republic except of the Bratislava Region 
	Proportion of inhabitants 
	Proportion of municipalities

	
	Year
	2001
	2004
	

	1
	Innovative growth poles
	45,8
	45,2
	2,8

	2
	Cohesion growth poles
	35,7
	36,1
	30,4

	
	Innovative and cohesion growth poles in total (1+2)
	81,5
	81,3
	33,2

	3
	Municipalities, what are not growth poles in the interest territory of innovative growth poles
	5,0
	5,2
	13,9

	4
	Municipalities, what are not growth poles outside the interest territory of innovative growth poles
	13,5
	13,5
	52,8

	
	Total
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0


� 	See Slovakia Spatial Development Perspective 2001


� 	See Slovakia Spatial Development Perspective 2001
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