ANNEX 3

application of the PARTNERSHIP PRINCIPLE 
	Overview of members of the Working Group for preparation of the ROP 

	Organisation/Institution
	Number of representatives

	Ministry of Construction and Regional Development of the SR /  Regional Development Support Agency (Managing Authority for the ROP)
	3

	Ministry of Construction and Regional Development of the SR / Regional Development Strategy Section (Central Certifying Authority)
	1

	Ministry of Construction and Regional Development of the SR / Construction Industry and Housing Policy Section 
	1

	Banská Bystrica Self-Governing Region
	1

	Košice Self-Governing Region
	1

	Nitra Self-Governing Region
	1

	Prešov Self-Governing Region
	1

	Trenčín Self-Governing Region
	1

	Trnava Self-Governing Region
	1

	Žilina Self-Governing Region
	1

	Ministry of Finance of the SR (Certifying Authority)
	1

	Ministry of Education of the SR
	1

	Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the SR
	1

	Ministry of Culture of the SR
	1

	Ministry of Interior of the SR
	1

	Ministry of Transport, Posts and Telecommunications of the SR 
	1

	Ministry of Agriculture of the SR
	1

	Ministry of Environment of the SR
	1

	Ministry of Economy of the SR
	1

	Slovakia Towns and Municipalities Association 
	1

	Rural Parliament
	1

	Office of the Plenipotentiary of the Slovak Government for Roma Communities
	1

	Integrated network of regional development agencies
	1

	External processor of the ROP
	2

	Together
	27


Source: MCRD SR, 2007
Overview of the main conclusions from meetings of the Working Group for preparation of the ROP and other meetings with socio-economical partners in connection to the ROP preparing
October 2005 to October 2006:  Partnership at the level of the NSFR preparation, framework issues for determining structure of operating programmes 
April 25th, 2006: The first informative meeting of the RDSA representatives with the socio-economical partners within framework of the ROP preparing.
Agenda:

Information about the up to date preparation of the ROP in context of the NSRF
Presentation of framework issues for the ROP (analysis and strategy)

Call to the partners for submitting positions to the preparing concept of the ROP as a part of the NSRF (i.e., goals, priority axes, measures, groups of activities, beneficiaries)
Information about intention to delegate partially conduction of implemental procedures to the level NUTS 2 regions
May 18th, 2006:  Members appointing of the Working Group for preparation of the ROP. Statutory representative Members of the WG were duly 
18 May 2006: Meeting of the Working Group for preparation of the ROP, presentation of partners’ positions 
Agenda:
Information about the ROP in context of the NSRF.


Presentation of the MA for the ROP in relation to: 

- Outputs from the analytical section of the ROP


- Proposed strategy of the ROP (i.e., territorial and topic-oriented concentration)


- Objectives of the ROP


- Structure of the ROP (i.e., priority axes, indicative measures, groups of activities, beneficiaries).

Information about the planned system, partially decentralised, of the ROP implementation.  
Conclusions: 
Requirements of the self-governing regions:


- To complement support of secondary schools into the ROP

- To expand number of growth poles in the individual regions


- To submit time schedules of preparation of the IBMA for the ROP 


- To ensure financing of the IBMA for the ROP.

         Requirements of the Rural Parliament:

· application of equalization approach in the all territory of Objective Convergence and the principle of subsidiarity in support of entities at the national, regional and local levels
· no prioritizing of facilities in the establishers’ competence of the regional self-governments  before the facilities in the establishers’ competence of the local self-governments and the non-governmental sector 
June 22nd to 28th, 2006: Interdepartmental commenting proceedings to the 1st version of the ROP of June 22nd, 2006
Conclusions:
Requirement of the self-governing regions:

· to complement the ROP with support of the secondary schools

· To implement the whole ROP at the level of regions. 

June 29th, 2006:  Disputes proceedings to the 1st version of the ROP of June 22nd, 2006

Agenda:
Discussion of the ROP submitter with the commenting entities for the purposes of discrepancies elimination 
Conclusions:
Requirement of the self-governing regions for complementing of support for the secondary schools could not be accepted due to effective draft of NSFR at that time, what was approved by the SR Government.


No consensus was reached as far as to the extent of delegating implementing procedures conduct to the IBMA for the ROP. 
November 13th, 2006:  Meeting with the representatives of selected local self-governments (towns)

Agenda:
Presentation of opportunities to implement integrated strategies of urban areas development 

Conclusion:
Unchangeable role of the local self-governments in preparing and implementing of integrated strategies 

Representatives of the towns confirmed, that in towns increases areas threatened by deterioration, characterised by declining attractiveness for citizens, quality of public sector services and decreasing interest from the side of commercial sphere 

Necessity of defining selected criteria for eligibility of supported areas, with respect to their possible inaccessibility and problems related to acquiring statistical data and indicators at the level of urban areas 

Representatives of towns warned that due to mass privatisation of housing stock there arose residential areas with plumbless portion of so-called poor owners, who have not sufficient resources for reconstruction and modernisation of joint parts and spaces of residential buildings. 
October 16th, 2006: Enlargement of the Working Group for the ROP preparation after updating of the NSFR on October 8th, 2006 by other partners
November 16th, 2006: Meeting of the Working Group for the ROP preparation 
Agenda:
Information about the updating of the NSRF and thereof arising changes in the ROP


Information about the new structure of priority axes of the ROP 

Information about timetable of the ROP approving and on prepared intradepartmental commenting proceedings to the second version of the ROP.

Presentation of the proposal of regional allocations for the ROP. 
Conclusion:
Requirement of the self-governing regions for the whole ROP implementing.
Requirement of the MA towards the emerging IBMAs, to submit their joint positions within frame of intradepartmental commenting proceedings, as far as to the issue of regional allocations, but also of other aspects of the prepared ROP.  

November 20th to 24th, 2006: Intradepartmental commenting proceedings to the 2nd version of the ROP
Conclusions:
Requirement of the self-governing regions for the whole ROP implementing.


No consensus was reached on the methodology of determination regional allocations for the ROP, therefore the MA in collaboration with external processors will elaborate a detailed analysis of the regional infrastructure in the individual regions for these purposes.



Requirement of the regional and local self-governments to establish conditions for assistance to the projects from the project stock native in the shortened programming period 2004-2006 in the programming period 2007-2013.



Requirement of the Slovakia Towns and Municipalities Association to put special emphasis on the implementation of projects for integrated development of towns and municipalities.
November 27th, 2006: Disputes proceedings to the 2nd version of the ROP of November 20th, 2006

Agenda:
Discussion of the ROP submitter with the commenting entities for the purposes of eliminating discrepancies  

Conclusions:
Refining of the demarcation line between the Regeneration of Settlements of the ROP and the Programme of Rural Areas Development for years 2007-2013, which is co-financed from the European Regional Development Fund.

The issue of the scope of delegating conduct of implementing procedures to the IBMA was subsequently resolved by the Resolution of the SR Government Resolution of December 6th, 2006.

January 17th, 2007: Meeting of the Working Group for preparation of the ROP 
Agenda:
Information about the state of preparation of the ROP, Programme Manual for the ROP, Internal Procedures Manuals for the MA and for the IBMA, for the ROP

Information about assumed timetable of programme documents approving and preparation of the ROP implementation 

Information about the prepared execution of analysis of expenditures and needs of the MA and the IBMA 

Presentation of outputs from the ex ante assessment
Information about the state of assessing impacts on the environment

Presentation of principles of the territorial concentration (i.e., approach of innovative and cohesion growth poles and methodology of their determination) 

Discussion concerning of the process of delegating conduct of implementing procedures to the IBMA for the ROP 
Conclusions:
Agreement on advancing intensity of collaboration and communication among the MA and the establishing IBMAs.


Agreement on refining the list of growth poles in accordance to regional particularities with the regions’ representatives and following presentations of the principle of territorial concentration at the public meetings in each region.


Requirement of the IBMA for guidance from the part of the MA, and to ensure financing for establishing and operation of the IBMA, from the ROP technical support, and also from the Operational Programme Technical Assistance. 
March to May 2007:  As a rule, weekly meeting of the closer Working Group for preparation of the ROP (i.e., the MCRD SR and the Self-governing Regions)

Agenda:
Preparation of Internal Procedures Manuals preparing by the IBMA for ROP, their harmonisation with internal procedures manuals of other involved authorities (i.e., the MA for the ROP, the Payment Unit for the ROP and respective control authority unit of the MCRD SR) 

Information about Resolutions of the SR Government related with the timetable of processes 
Consultations to the guidance by the CCA

Allocation of the ERDF contribution to the ROP for the individual NUTS 3 level regions

Framework preparation of the first version Programme Manual for the ROP

Ongoing information about technical consultations aimed at the ROP with the EC representatives  
Conclusions:


Agreement on intense collaboration in preparing the IBMA 


Providing groundwork documentation (i.e., detailed administrative and technical standards with qualitative and quantitative data) to the representatives of the self-governing regions 

Submission of a model of the IBMA internal procedures manual the representatives of the self-governing regions

Submission of the three models on possible distribution of the ERDF contribution for the NUTS 3 level regions, based on different methods of calculation to the self-governing regions, with an aim of their mutual consensus (but consensus was not reached, and the self-governing regions neither their joint meeting sent a resulting position to the MA for the ROP, neither any proposal for determination of indicative regional allocations).


Submission of detailed groundwork documents for elaboration of Programme Manual for the ROP for the purposes of commenting.    
May 23rd, 2007: Meeting of the Working Group for preparation of the ROP
Agenda:
Presentation of conclusions from up to date consultations with the EC representatives aimed at the ROP

In advance advised discussion with an aim of defining a precise strategy of the ROP, based on the strategy of resorts, regional and local self-governments 
Information about the further procedure in process of preparing the ROP and linked documents 
Conclusions:
Participants of the meeting reached an interim consensus a far as to the issues of strategic aiming of the priority axes, except of the strategic axis 2 of the ROP (Social Infrastructure) and priority axis 3 (Non-used or non-suitable used tangible cultural monuments). The participating social-economic partners required to keep in the ROP an option of support of the all types of existing potential beneficiaries without a more detailed specification.

June 6th, 2007: Meeting of the closer Working Group for preparation of the ROP 

Agenda:
Presentation of the completed strategy of the ROP according to results of technical consultations with the EC representatives aimed at the ROP, and groundwork documents and comments of the self-government regions sent in writing  

Completion of the Internal Procedures Manuals of the IBMA for the purposes of starting the first stage of systematic audit on June 15th, 2007

Conclusions:
Interim agreement with the arranged strategy and with the proposed time schedule for repeated submission of the adapted version of the ROP to the EC.

June 29th, 2007: Final discussion of the ROP with the social-economic partners (i.e., all the members of the Working Group) 

Agenda:
Control and refining of numerical data, incorporation of comments, arrangement of formulations.

Conclusions:
Hearing of the OP wording with the social-economic partners and submitting of the ROP to the EC without any cardinal contradictions.

November 2005 – June 2007

Several bilateral and multilateral meetings with the relevant Ministries with purposes to define the demarcation lines with the other operational programmes and to refine professional sector aspects of the ROP (e.g., terminology, linkage to the relevant legislative, compliance with the national strategies, etc.) 

April 2006 - May 2007

Systematic processing of the strategy for territorial concentration of contributions, based on identification of growth poles in the SR territory. In the year 2006, there was the prepared first proposal for determination of innovative and cohesion growth poles and methodology of their selection. In March 2007, the self-government regions received a draft of settlements classified into the individual categories according to the regions, for the purposes to discuss possible arrangements. All comments and proposals from the self-government regions were evaluated by the processors of draft. The external processor have visited individually the offices of self-governing regions, discussing there with the relevant professional units, and agreeing arrangements and supplements of the lists of poles (i.e., April 25th, 2007: TT SGR, April 26th, 2007: KE SGR, April 27th, 2007: PO SGR, April 30th, 2007: NR SGR, May 2nd, 2007: ZA SGR, May 2nd, 2007: TN SGR, May 3rd, 2007: BB SGR). The resulting list of growth poles, compiled on basis of consensus at the regional level, represents the document for application of the principles of territorial concentration at the level of the NSRF, but also of the ROP (i.e., the external processor collaborated with the MCRD SR, whose individual components are responsible for the preparation of the NSRF and of the ROP).

